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selves in an English port; and Henry, in order to
be ready for any matrimonial combinations that
might be suggested, caused young Henry to make
solemn protest before the Bishop of Winchester at
Richmond against his marriage with Katharine.1
Of this, at the time, of course the Spanish agents
were ignorant; and so completely was even Puebla
hoodwinked, that almost to the arrival of Philip
and his wife in England he believed that Henry
was in favour of Ferdinand against Philip and
Maximilian. Early in August 1505, Puebla went
to Richmond to see Katharine, and as he entered
one of the household told him that an ambassador
from the Archduke Philip, King of Castile, had
just arrived and was waiting to see her. Puebla
at once himself conveyed the news to Katharine;
and to his glee served as interpreter between the
ambassador and the Princess. On his knees before
her the Fleming related that he had come to
propose a marriage between the Duchess of Savoy
(i.e. the widowed Archduchess Margaret) and
Henry VII., and showed the Princess two portraits
of the Archduchess. Furthermore, he said that
Philip and his wife were going by overland through
France to Spain, and he was to ask Henry what he
thought of the plan. Puebla's eyes were thus parti-
ally opened : and when a few days later he found that
Dona Elvira had not only contrived frequent private
meetings between Katharine and the Flemish am-
bassador, but had persuaded the Princess to pro-
pose a meeting between Philip, Juana, and the
King of England, he at once sounded a note of
alarm. Katharine, it must be recollected, was yet
1 The protest is dated 24th June 1505, when Henry was fourteen.
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